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which falls an easy prey to the forest fire.
Gradually, as they mounted, the bamboos grew
less dense; the cactus and then the palm dis-
appeared, and they entered the fairy land of fern,
perennial evergreen, and the giant forest tree.
They came upon bud and blossom. The cool air
blew down from crag and moorland above with the
revivifying effect of champagne. They emerged
on the downs above the spot where Ootacamund
now stands, and with their advent .the Englishman
had at last " come to stay."
At that time it was the custom 'for those in
the Company's service whose health had failed
to take a trip to the Cape? for change of air.
The two men recognised the fact that here, close
at hand, was a better sanatorium than the coast of
South Africa could offer. Here was a spot that
might be reached, if roads were opened, in as
many hours as it took days to get to Cape Town.
Here the delicate drooping children and fading
wives might be brought to recuperate their
strength with little trouble and small expense.
They returned full of their discovery and
communicated their enthusiasm to John Sullivan
who was in the same service as themselves. He
was " Collector" of Coimbatore, a district adjoining
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